Mind the gap: misdirection, inattentional blindness and the relationship between overt and covert attention.
The present commentary addresses two issues arising from Memmert's (2010) paper. First, can the 'misdirection' and 'inattentional blindness' paradigms provide important insights into the relationship between 'overt' and 'covert' attentional processes? Second, what are the most fruitful directions for research that seeks to combine these attentional paradigms in ecologically valid settings? We argue that although Memmert's (2010) paper postulates several important differences between the misdirection and inattentional blindness paradigms, it may not emphasise sufficiently strongly the significant insights into attention that have been yielded by the former approach. To illustrate, we discuss the utility of the misdirection paradigm in providing an ecologically valid method to investigate the relationship between overt and covert attentional processes. Such naturalistic methods are required to ensure optimal integration of the misdirection and inattentional blindness paradigms within a general theory of attention.